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pit-
hiest

points.-

Doyle

poi-
nts

.

Doyle , A.A. C.CC-

.Thomas

. "HistoryHistory" of the GrestGreatRest War ; BritishBritishC-
ampaign Bri-tish

BritishC-
ampaign Bri-tish

BritishC-
ampaign Bri-tishCampaign in France and Flanders ,
July to November , 1918.1918. " New York ,
Doran and CompanyCom enydeny , 1920.19201920.-

The

1920-

The

1920.-

The

1920-

The

1920.-

The

1920-

The

.

The general story is there but many detailsdetails-
are

detai-
lsare inaccurate.inaccurateinaccurate.-

"History

inaccurate-

History
inacc-

urate
inaccurate.-

Maurice

inacc-

urate

inaccurate.T-

homas

inaccu-
rate

.

Thomas , ShipleyShirley "HistoryHistory" of the A.l.F.AlFA.E.F.AEFABE. . . " New York ,
Doran and Company , 1920.19201920-

.Compiled

1920-

Compiled

1920-

.Oompiled

1920-

Oompiled

1920-

.Compiled

1920-

Compiled

.

CompiledOompiled from official sources and accurateaccurate-
as

accura-
teas to dates and facts but too brief.briefbrief.-

iv

bri-

ef

.

-iv-iv- iv-

wri

iv-

"JI

iv-

JI

ki-

wi

Fi-
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MARGINAL ABBREVIATIONS USEDUSED-

AGOtank

USE-

DAcotenk

USE-

DAcotankAGOtankAcotenkAcotankAngolanCoteCottaAGOtan-

k4th

Acotenk-

4th

"AcotankiAcotankiAcotank"Acotank"Acotank"ContainCotta"Acotanki-

"Story

Acotank-

iStory

Accomp-

anist

II""Acotank"-

4th

Acotank-

4th

Acotank-

"Harrison

Acotank-

Harrison

"

4th ArmyArm-

yHarrison

Far-

myards

"StoryStory" of tinethe Fourth Army in thethe-
Battles

he-
atless

the-
Battles

he-
atless

the-
Battles

he-
atlessBattles of the 100 DaysDeysDes, , August 8th8th-
to

8th-
to

8th-
toto November llth11thlilt , 1918.19181918.It1918It. It"I-

t"Notebook

I-

tNotebook

T-

enterhookHarrison , R.R. B.BB-

.O'Ryan

B-

ORyan

B-

Ryan

. "NotebookNotebook" of MajorMs jorjour R.R. B.B. Harrison ,
301st301et Battalion , Tank Corps.Corps. "

O'RyanORyanRyanO'Ryan-

Tank

ORyan-

Tank

Boyn-

ton
0'001' RyanRyan-

Tank

Bry-

ant
"StoryStory" of the 27th Division.Division . "

Tank ActionsActions-

Fuller
Actio-

nable
Actions-

Fuller
Actio-

nable
"TankTank" Actions A.F.F.AFFA.t.F.-A.t.F.FFA.t.F.Je.okA.A. Y.Y. F.F. w"- JackJe.okJeokJock. Price.PricePrice.-

"Tanks

Price-

Tanks

Prin-
ceton

Price.-

"Tanke

Price-

Tanke

Prin-
ceton

Price-

.Fuller

Prid-
efully

.

Fuller "TanksTanks"TankeTankeTake" in the Great War"War" .
Fuller , J.J. F.FF-

.v

.

-v-v- v-
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.
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TanksTenksTens had demonstrateddemonetre.teddemonetreteddemonstreted., their wor&worwortwordworstworwordi'ii'asiasbias&
> /'. as, an offensiveoffensive-

weapon
offen-

sive
offensive-

weapon
offen-

sive
offensive-

weapon
offen-

siveweapon sometime before the United States entered thethe-

Great

th-
ereat

the-

Great

th-
ereat

the-

Great

th-
ereatGreat War , and it waswes, essential that steps be taken toto-

provide

to-

rtoise
to-

provide

to-

rtoise
to-

provide

to-

rtoiseprovide our army with this weaponeapon to aid the infantryinfantry-infantry-

man

¬-
man in his forward steps.stepssteps.-

To

stepsto-

ol

.

To equip the United States Army with tanks waswas-

somewhat

was-

somewhat

was-

somewhatsomewhat of a problem , and although our nation waswas-

most

war-

mest

was-

most

war-

mest

was-

most

war-

mestmost advanced in automotive engineering , it found itit-

self
it-itit-

self

it-

self

¬-

self lackinglaokinglooking in material which could be easily concon-con-

verted

con-

verted

con-

verted

¬-

vertedaverted into tanks in a short period of time.time. In factfe.ctfectfetfact-

it
fe.c-

tit

fa-
ct

.

it took America almost two years before it was preparedprepared-

to

prepare-

dto constructconstruot tanks in quantity , and this was onlyonly-

possible
coll-

apsible
only-

possible
coll-

apsible
only-

possible
coll-

apsiblepossible with the aid of her Allies.Allies. Hence it waswa-

snecessary

wa-

tercress

was-

necesss.ry

wa-

snecessary

wa-

tercressnecessarynecesss.rynecesssry. to accept anything our Allies hadhe.dhedheed. to offeroffeoffer-

to

offe-
r.

off-
er

offer.-

to

offerto-

ry

offe-

to

offs-

et

.

to form a nucleusnuoleus of the United States Tank Corps inin-

France

in-

ference

in-

France

in-

ference

in-

France

in-

ferenceFrance and America.AmericaAmerica-

.Themission

America.-

11hemi

America-

11hemi

.

. 'The-missionThemission.f11'e"'m19s1on'.f11em19s1onf11em19s1on11he-mi11hemi. !' ', "-- ' as iunun '- of-reofreof''I''eOofIeOofficeof.of'. -'.'.excitingrecruiting''' ) 1 t1ng and organizing of thethe-

United

te-

nted
the-

Uni

th-
en

the-

United

te-

ntedUnitedUniUnix ted States Tank'rankrank' Corps in AmericaAmerioa wasws.SwsSwasps. givengi venSven toto-

Colonel

co-

cooned

to-

Colonel

co-

cooned

to-

Colonel

co-

coonedColonel Harley B.B. Ferguson , C.E.CEe.E.eE. . , U.U. 8.8S.S. A.A. ,. a capablecapable-

and

capab-

leand worthy officer of the pre-WorldpreWorld- War days , who hadhajhajjhad-

distinguished

a-
ddicting

haj-

distinguished

a-
djusting

had-

distinguished

a-
ddictingdistinguished himself in the Spanish-AmericanSpanishAmerican- War andand-

by

an-

dy

and-

by

an-

dy

and-

by

an-

dyby raising the Battleship Maine , fourteen years afterafter-

its

afterbi-

rths

after-

its

afterbi-

rths

after-

its

afterbi-

rthsits sad ending.ending. This mission consisted of selectingselectingc-

ommissioned
sele-cting
selectingc-

ommissioned
sele-cting
selectingc-

ommissioned
sele-ctingcommissioned and noncommissionednonoommissionednoncommissionedd officers for thethe-

framework
.

framework of this new arm.arm. SoSoJSoySo; late in February , 1918 ,

and under ''hehe' he designation as the 65th Engineers , thethe-

organization

ter-

rorization
the-

organization

ter-

rorization
the-

organization

ter-

rorizationorganization that waswaewade to becomebeoome the 301st30let Battalion ,

U.U. S.S8.8. Tank CorpsOorpsOops waswaaWada assembled at CampOampAmp Meade , MarylandMaryland.Maryland-

.l

Marylan-

d

*.

(1)1( l ) AootankAootantLaotianAootant-
p
Laotia-
n

(1)1(1)-
p

1-
p

( )

p 32 .(1)1
-1-1- 1-

(1)

1-

1

-

. . . . . . , . . . . . - - -- - - - _ ._ . . - '- "

.
"
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On April 9th , 1918 , this battalion reached thethe-

British
He-

braists
the-

British
He-

braists
the-

British
He-

braistsBritish Tank School at WarehamAbraham , DorsetCorset CountyOountyBounty ,

(2)2( ) AcotankAcota.nkCottaAcotank-
p
Acota.nk-
p
Contai-
n
Cott-
a

. England , (2)2( ) where it was to be trained in tanktank-

technique

tank-

technique

tank-
p

tan-
kp 42

technique andend tactics , and here it remained untiluntil-
August

unp-

lugs
until-

Aug

un-
til

until-
August

unp-

lugsAugustAugAu st 24th , 1918 , when it was sent to France to bebe-

attached

re-

attached

be-

attached

re-

attached

be-

attached

re-

attachedattached to the British Tank Corps for a tour of

(3)3( ) N.B.NB. . R.B.H.RBHHRH. . . service at the front.front. (3)3(3)-

It
3-

It
(3)-

It
3-

It
( )

It was contgmplatedcontemplatedconcontconst , platediplated that the battalion was toto-

be

t-
oe

to-

be

t-
oe

to-

be

t-
oebe trained and equipped by thethp.thphp. British and remainremain-

with

rem-
ain

remain-

with

rem-
ain

remain-

with

rem-
ainwith them as pertpe.rtpart. of thethp.thphp. British Tank Corps untiluntil-

conditions

until-

conditions

until-

conditionsconditions for tank operations became unfavorableunfavorable-

on

unfavorab-

leon the British front , or American Tanks were available ,

at which time it wasWRSWARS to be returned to the American

(4)4( 4)4) N.B.NB.N.N. E.E. R.B.H.RBHHRHR.R. B . H . Army.Army. (4)4(4)-

After

4-
After

(4)-

After

4-
After

( 4)4)

After the battalions1battalions'battalions' arrival in France , thethe-

first
th-

eirs
the-

first
th-

eirs
the-

first
th-

eirsfirst two weeks were spent in drawing equipmentequiequip mentmeant andand-

tanks.

san-

dbanks

and-

tanks.

san-

dbanks

and-

tanks.

san-

dbankstanks.tanks. On August 30th a detachment of officers andand-

noncommissioned

and-

noncommissioned

and-

noncommissionednoncommissioned officers left the battalionbatta11.onbatta11on. to join \
the BritishBrit1sh Tank Battalions , which were about toto-

support

t-
ossup

to-

support

t-
ossup

to-

support

t-
ossupsupport the Canadian Corps eastesstest, of Arras , for thethe-

sole

ten-

sile

the-
I

thei-

r

the-

sole

ten-

sile
I Nq.NqN-

q.sole
.

sole purposepurpose'observvftenkspurposeobservvftenks10f$//'observvftenks'observvftenksobservvftenksobservations' observobeervobserve 'anks1ienkBankhs in actionaotionabortion , supportingsupporting-

the

supporti-
ng(5)5( ) AcotankCottaAcotank-

p
Contai-
n
,Acotan-
kp40

the infantry.infantry. (5)5( ) This indeed was of great value toto-

the

t-
ote

to-

the

t-
ote

to-
ppp4040

the inexperiencedinexperienoed American officeroffioer.offioerofficer.offioer.-

On

officer.-

On

offic-
er

*.

On September 4th , all British Tank BattalionsBattalions-

were

Battali-
onsjjJ.-

r.c.

were withdrawn from armies and placedplaoed in G.H.Q.GHQG.H.Q-

.reserves

G.H.Q-

.reserves

. . .

(6)6( ) Fuller , v reserves for refitting andend reorganizing.reorganizing . (6)6( ) And withwith-

this
witt-

iest

with-

this
witt-

iest

with-
J.F.C.J.JJ.r.c.JrcJ.F.C.JFCRcFCCJ.r.c.-
p
J.F.C.-
p

. F.CFC. *.
p 366266 ' this change , the 301st Tank Battalion found itself aa-

part(7)7( ) FullerFuller-
p
Fulle-
r

r/r/r-pass
p-

ass
[/ part of the 4th British Tank Brigade , (7)7( ) , andend it waswas-

p
was-

info

assi-

gnor

was-

informed

as-

signor
ppass366266

informedinfo ed that itsitaKita first assignment would be to leadlead-

the

leat-

her

lead-

the

leat-

her

lead-

the

leat-

herthe 37th27tha th AmericanAmerioan Division of the II AmericanAmerioan CorpsOorpsOopsCorps-

in

Oorps-

in

Cor-
ps

Ors-
onin its assault&slaultslaultsault& on the HindenburgHindenberg line on September

3929 , 1918.19181&18.118.118& .

-3-3-2-2.2-.2-. 3-
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,?, 19181911918-

The

1918-

The

,. .

The II American Corps attached to thethe-

Map

he-

ap
the-

Australian

te-

arstain
the-

Map

he-

apMap No 1 Australian Corps , was to resume the offensive in aa-

general

g-

eneral

a-

general

g-

eneral

a-

general

g-

eneralgeneral northeaster 4directiondirectiondirpct1on from their present frontfront-

line

front-

line

front-

lineline and it was to attack with both divisions abreast ,

the 30th Division on the right and the 27th DivisionDivision-

on

Divisio-

non the left.left. After breaking andend taking the HindenburgHindenbergHindenbur-

gline

Hindenb-
ergline , the Corps was to push on to capture the firstfirst-

objective
fire-

stone
first-

objective
fire-

stone
first-

objective
fire-

stoneobjective which included NauroyNary and Gouy.GouyGouty. When thisthis-

objective

this-

objeotive

this-

objectiveobjectiveobjeotive was taken , the 3d endand 5th Australian divisionsdivisions-

were

divisi-
onswere to pass through the 27th and 30th American DiviDivi-DivDivi-

sions

Divi-

sione

Div-

ision

Divi-

sions

¬-

sionssionescionssine , respectivelyrespeotively , and capture the second objective.objective.

(8)8( ) N.B.NB. . R.B.H.RBHR.S.H.RSHHRHROSH. . . (8)8( )

On the left of the II American Corps , was thethe-

X

he-

X

the-

IIIX/ ' III British Corps , which waswe.swes. to advance with the 27th27th-
ii/i/i-(9)
i-

9
1/1/"

'

(9)9( ) 4th ArmyArmy-
p

Arm-
y

American DivisionDiv1 sionscion as far as the canalCMslCams , (9)9( ) where thethe-
p

th-
e

the-

27th
p 152

27th American DivisionDivi sionscion wouldwould. . be passedpe.8sedpe8sed. by the 3d3d-

Australian

3d-

Australian

3d-

AustralianAustralian Division.Division. After this the 27th DivisionDivision-

was

DivisionW-

BS

Divisi-
onwasWBSBS to exploit to thetbetube left with one regiment (105th105th(105th-

Infantry

105th-

Infantry

(
/

\/ Infantry ) to assist the III BriBrieBritishtishTrisha Corps in crossing
(10)10( ) 4th ArmyArmy-

p
Arm-

yp 152 the canal.canaloanal.oanalanal. (10)10(10)-

Headquarters

10H-

eadquarters

(10)-

Headquarters

10H-

eadquarters

( )

. _ . . . . - _ . . . '

HeadquartersHe'aCSqHeaCSqRheas irterdirtier 4th BritishBritlBrit b TankT'ank' Brigade allottedallotted-

the

allott-
edthe 301st30lst Tank Battalion to the 27th AmericanAmerica-

nDivision

America-

nization

America-

nDivision

America-

nization

America-

nDivision

America-

nizationDivision with orders to allot one jpla22DLplatoontpjmJjS! 15 tanks )

to eacheaohLeah battalion of the assaultasssult regiments and twotwo-
I

tw-
o

tw-

oj

tw-

o

two-

platoons

to-

matoes
. ..--------I - - ---

j/I

platoonsplatooDS to the regiment detailed for flank offensive.offensive.

(11)11( ) TankTantTaintTant-
Actions
Tran-
sactions

(11)11(11)-

p

11-
p

(11)-
Actions

11-
Actions

( )

ActionsActions-
p
Action-
sp 66-

I

6l-

.

6-

l

In compliance with these inetructionBinstructioDSinstructionsinstruction , thethe-

companies

the-

osophies

the-

companies

the-

osophies

the-

companies

the-

osophiescompanies were assigned as&ss& follows :

CompanyOOlfpanJOlympian AA--15A15A--l5l5--15 tanks to 108thlOath InfantryInfantrJInfant on thethe-

right

he-

ight

the-

right.

he-

ight

the-

right.

he-

ightrightright.*.
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'--

CompanyOompany BB--IOBIOB--1010- - 10 tanks , to 105th InfpntryInfantryInfInfo ntryentry forfor'-

fiaiTk

for-

fiaiTk

Fl-

orida
for-

27th

.. ..LL. _ . . . . . . . . . . , . . . . ' " .. .. . ' . .
'
. . . '

.

.q.qfIqqfI'fiaiTkfiaiTkfiatflankk"kexploitationxpto'1'tat1xpto1tat1n , 77 tanks to 4th British TejnkTenkTankTenTejn-

kBrigade

Tenk-

Briga

Emb-

arking

Tank-

BrigadeBrigadeBrigaRiga.ee. Reserve.ReserveReserve.-

Company

Res-
erve

ReReserve.-

Company

Res-
erve

serve.serveserve.-

Company

servi-

ceman

.

Company C0--15015C--15C--15 tanks , to 107thl07th Infantry on thethe-

left.

hel-

met(12)12( ) TankTank-
Actions
Tran-
sactions
Tank-
Actions.
Tran-
sactions

left.left. (12)12(12)-

From

12F-

rom

(12)-

From

12F-

rom

(12)-
Actions.

12-
Actions

( )

ActionsActions.Actions-
P
Actions.-
p
Action-
s

.

P 66-

'U

6-

U

From the above instructions the platoons ofof-

Company

H-

offman

of-

Company

H-

offmanCompany A were allotted as follows ;:

3d2d PlatoonPIe.toonPIetoonPiton. on the right.rightright.-

3d

right-

3d

.

3d Platoon in the center.centercenter.-

1st

center-

1st

center.-

1st

center-

1st

center.-

1st

center-

1st

.

1st Platoon on the left.leftleft.-

The

lett-

er
left.-

The

lett-

er
left.-

The

lett-

er
.

The 3d Platoon Company A , in this case , waswa-

sassigned

as-
signed

wa-

sassigned

as-
signed

wa-

sassigned

as-
signedassigned to destroy all strong points , with the centercenter-

No

cent-
erNo 3 tank to cover the approximate battalion boundaryboundar-

yline

bound-
aryline , while tanks numbers 1 and 2 were to extend intointo-

the

inst-

ate

into-

the

inst-

ate

into-

the

inst-

atethe 2d Battalion sector , and tankstenkstens numbersnumbeISnumbest 4 and 5 toto-

extend

co-

extend

to-

extend

co-

extend

to-

extend

co-

extendextend in the 3d Battalion sector.sector. Although thisthis-

platoon

stip-

ulation

this-

platoon

stip-

ulation

this-

platoon

stip-

ulationplatoon, had separate objectivesobjob ectivesactives , it wasweeW S still thoroughthorough-thorough-

ly

¬-

ly understood that its primary mission waswes to assistassist-

the

assi-
st

assist-

the

assi-
st

assist-

the

assi-
stthe infantry.infantry. All this preparationprepa.ration. waswe.swes. made on thethe-

assumption

the-

assumption

the-

assumption' assumption that the tank battalion commander had aa-

conference

c-

onference

a-

conferenoe

c-

onference

a-

conference

c-

onference
. . .

1'1111
.

..
A- \ " .77 ao'-/ao'aoao'-

1

ao-

1

' / ,
, , ( '

. , . .
ss-ssss-

(13)

ss-

13

(
" . .rr. --

j-j'UU/1-1'/ -. , /( *'
. . . .

/ I conferenceconferenoe on this subject with the CommandingOommanding General ,

(13)13( ) N.N. B.BB-

.R

B-

.R.B.H.
B-

.R.B.H.
. 27th Division , (13)13( ) , but nothing wasw s accomplished.accomplished. TheThe-

'tfi
The-

tfi
Th-

eft
Th-

edivision

Te-

levision

Th-

edivision

Te-

levision
RR.B.H.RBHHRH. B . HH-

XX

H-

EX

. 'tfitfifib
'

'division commanderoOllllllender had very little11 ttletitle ffa'faa% ' in tanks andand-

did

ban-

died

and-

did

ban-

died

and-

did

ban-

died
.

,,
, /'.'

\ did not oarecareoared to have them lead his troops due to thethe-

moral

tem-

poral

the-

moral

tem-

poral

the-

moral

tem-

poralXXlj./lj.lj.-
v'
lj-

v
./

v'v
,

' moral effect their getting blown up would have on hishis-

infantry

ins-

inuator

his-

infantry.

ins-

inuator

his-

infantry.

ins-

inuatorinfantryinfantry.*. Although nothing else was accomplishedaocomplished inin-

this

lit-

chis

in-

this

lit-

chis

in-

this

lit-

chisthis conferenceconferenoe at leastlea.tleatbleat. the division commanderoommander diddid-

concede

disc-

oncerted

did-

conoede

disc-

omposed

did-

concede

disc-

oncertedconcedeconoede to the idea that the tanktent officersoffioer.offioerofficer. be allowedallowed-

to

allowe-

dto get in touohtouchtooth with the infantry regimental andan-

dbattalion

ad-

aptation
an-

dbattalion

ad-

aptation(14)14(14.14.( . ) TankTIAkTaukTinaAukTank-
Actions
Tran-
sactions
TIAk-
Actions
Ta-
xation

battalion commandersoommanders with whom they were to work,0l4)work0l4worko(14)worko14work,0l4)-

Tfhis

work0l4T-

fhis

workloworkflow,_, (14)14(14)-

Actions
14-

Actions
( )

ActionsActions-
P
Action-
sP 9 .- Tfhis11111This was to taketate placeplaoe on September 26th28th , but thisthis-

4-4-4- 4-

Oompany

4-

Company

4-

flank

-

.
I
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wcommanders

+/ s."b.(1Oftsb.1Oftsb1Ofta-taata.'"- .(y < inNMNcinnamonwr... .. *+wIINwIN.. .. ' ,.JJ.II-. .-

Jcommanders

.-
Ip

commanders , and battalion and company reconnaiseancereconnaissancereconnaiseance-

officers.
reconnais-

sance
reconnaissance-

officers.
reconnais-

sance
reconnaissance-

officers.
reconnais-

sanceofficers.officers. The tank commander vhowhoho", ho was, to be the sharpsharp-

edge

har-
ped//

/ edge in thethe support of the assault infantry , got onlyonly-

the

polyt-

hene

only-

I

onl-

y

only-

the

polyt-

henethe theoreticaltheoretioal knowledge of what to expectexpeot of eacheaohLeaheach-

other

peas-

hooter
I

/
, other , no time waswa.s. availableava.i1a.b1eavai1a.b1eavai1ab1e. . for any training withwith-

infantry
w-

ithin
w1with-

infantry
w-

ithin
th

,

/ infantry so that both the infantry and tanks couldcould-

feel
co-

uld
could-

feel
co-

uld
couldI-

r
coul-

dlIrl-
I

l-

J

l-

I

I

I
J feel the respect and confidence in each other'sothersother's-

ability
others-

ability
oth-

ers
other's-

ability
others-

ability
oth-

ers
other's-

ability
others-

ability
oth-

ers
'

,
I ability , which is so necessary for perfecterfect teamwork.teamworkteamwork.R-

ECONNAISSANCE

teamwork.R-

ECONNAISSANCE

.

RECONNAISSANCEECONNAISSANOERECONNAISSANCE-

One

ECONNAISSANOE-

One

Reconnaissa-
nceOne of the mostmoet essential pre-requisiteiwasprerequisiteiwaspre-requiBiterequiBitepre-requisiteswasrequisiteswasrequisiterequisitesprerequisiteiwas-

omitted

prerequisiteswas-

omitted
prerequi-

site
prerequis-

ites
- waswas-

omitted

ass-

ociatedomitted in the preparation of tanks supportingsup ortingforting thethe-

infantry

te-

nant
the-

infantry

te-

nant
the-

infantry

te-

nantinfantry in this caseoe.se"oeseobese. ," that isie , the tank commanderscommanders-

were

command-

eerswere deprived of the opportunity to observe the groundground-

they

grou-

nd
ground-

they

grou-

nd
ground-

they

grou-

ndthey were to operate on in supporting the assaultassault-

units

assa-
ult

assault-

units

assa-
ult

.
.

\ ' unitsunit8 , thisth i B waswa.s. due to lack of transportationtrensportattransportion , and ,

if time was availableavailRb1e , whichwhioh was in this case , thethe-

tank

th-

eta
the-

.tank

th-

eta
the-

tank

th-

etatank.tank. commander stood ea.a&. chance to lose the informationinformation-

that

informat-
ionthat the companyoompany , platoon and the reconnaissancereconnaissanoereconnaissanc-

eofficers

reconnais-
sance

reconnaissano-

eoffioers

reconnais-
sance

reconnaissanc-

eofficers

reconnais-
sanceofficersoffioers had to offer.offer. This chance would not onlyonly-

Would
Holly-

wood
only-

Wou
on-

ly
only-

would
Holly-

woodWouldWoul-
dcause

Out-
caste

WouWouldwoul-
dcause

wo-
uld

IdI-
dcause

M-

idcoursecause him to lose valuable information but/butbut4butrequirebureau/ requirerequirrequire-

a

requir-
a

requir-
e

requiredrequired-

a

require-
da hike of somethingBomething like 3822 miles , 11 miles to thethe-

front

the-

reon
the-

front

the-

reon
the-

front

the-

reonfront line and 11 miles backbaokbook , so instead of thisthis-

valuable

this-

valuable

this-

valuablevaluable information , four substitutes were offered asas-

follows

as-

follows

as-

followsfollows , three maps to be taken into actionaotionabortion with him.himhim-

.These

hi-
nters

him-

.These

hi-
nters

him-

.These

hi-
nters

.

These mapsmapemaple showed his route andnd objectiveobjeotive , all knownknown-

and

kno-
wn

known-

and

kno-
wn

known-

and

kno-
wnand probable obstaclesobstacleeobstacle , suchsuohsough as sunkenBunken roads and widewid.widwide-

trenches

inde-

cencies

wid-

.trenohes

wide-

trenches

inde-

cencies

.
trenchestrenohes ; the locationlooation of land marks to help him keepkeep-

oriented

keep-

oriented

keep-

orientedoriented ; and an abbreviated barrage table for hishis-

particular

dis-

articulate

his-

particular

dis-

articulate

his-

particular

dis-

articulateparticular area.area. In addition to these maps , eacheaohLeaheach-

tank

exa-

cta
eaoh-

tank

Neap-

olitan

each-

tank

exa-

ctatank commander carriedoarriedparried oblique airall'allphotographs-photographsall'photographsallphotographs' - ofof-

the

of-

ten(15)15( ) TankTank-
Actions
Tran-
sactions

the area hebe was to cover.coveroo er.er. (15)15(15-
)5

15-
5

(15)-

Ao

15-
Ao

(15)-

Actions
15-

Actions
( )

ActionsActions-
p
Action-
s
Aot ion 88-

pp 6 to 8B6

-5-5.M5-.M5-..M5-

n.rr

M5-

nrr

5"-
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RoutRouteerRoutereareg-oego- totl1 the-thethe'thefrontthereon-', front-frontfrorfurorfrontlinewepefrontl'lnewerefrontllnewerefrontlinefront--l'ln-e-frontl'lnllneAllan+- - lin-e-wepelinewepeOlinwee' - - were'tweretwere-'t--'ttt-o-fee-tofee't'etofeetataffeta' tawere - -&-- 'e--'ee'et&p&detpdretyped' -- , t-&p&dt&p&dpd-& ad-by.--adby.adby.-

the

& -. by.by. -.. . -_ .. , . .

the company reconnaissance officer but the entireentire-

detail
ent-

ire
entire-

detail
ent-

ire
entire-

detail
ent-

iredetail was either killed or wounded by a shell whilewhile-

laying

whol-

esaling

while-

laying

whol-

esaling

while-

laying

whol-

esalinglaying the tape , so this route was not completed ,

the tanks being led to the "jump-off"jumpjumpoff" - line"line" by membersmembers-

of

membe-

rsof the reconnaissancereoonnaissance staff.staffstaff.A-

PPROACH

staff.A-

PPROAOH

staff.A-

PPROACH

.

APPROACHAPPROAOH MARCHMAROHMARCOMARC-

HThe

Mar-

ch
MARO-

HThe

Mar-
got

MARC-

Hti

Marc-

h

The battalion was approximately eleven milesmiles-

from

Mi-
les

miles-

from

Mi-
les

miles-

from

Mi-
lesfrom thethe-frontthefrontfront'front'- line at the time iti t received its ordersorders-

to
orde-

rsto move forward and join the 27th Division.DivisionDivision.-

For

Divisi-
on

.

For secrecysecreoysecretory , all movements were made under covercover-

of

cov-
er

cover-

of

cov-
er

cover-

of

cov-
erof darkness ende.ndand. , on the night of September 37-38373827-282728- ,

,;,
,v/xvx,,,)/'.> the tanks were moved to the vicinityvioinity of VillereVillersVilerFillersVillereF-

auoon
Vi-

ler
Villers-

N

Filler-
s"

1ti
{ -_N--N-

-
-

-----__ '" [(FauoonrauoonFutonracoon , a distancedistanoe of 11,00011000, yards.yards. All tanks oo-

mpleted

co-

mpleted

comoom-oomcom-boomco-

mpleted

co-

mpleted

¬-
pletedpleated the move on schedule and were camouflaged be-bebe-

(16)

b-

e16

be-

(16)

b-

e16

be-

(16)

b-

e16

-
(16)16( ) TankTank-

ActioDS
Tran-
sactions

fore daylight.daylight. (16)16( ) The tanks were given final ad-adad-

Actions
ab-

ductions
ad-

justment

ad-

Actions
ab-

ductions
-

ActionsActioDSActions-
p
ActioDS-
p
Action-
sp 9 justmentsjustmentjudgmentsdustmens at this Placeulaceolaceunlacesolace and were'ereerer'ererererare", ' completely filledfilled-

with
fill-

ed
filled-

with
fill-

ed" 'w1w1'withth gas ,,; ', oil and grease and , in additionadd1 t1on , carriedc8Jrr1edcarried-

onehalf
car-

ried
c8Jrr1e-

donehalf

carried-

onehalf
car-

riedone-halfonehalf- fill to be used just before reaching thethe-

start

tes-

tate
the-

start

tes-

tate
the-

start

tes-

tatestart lineline.line.r-

"'l'

line-

rl

lin-
er

*.

r"'l'rl,
.
"' '.. The distancestancedi of the approachapproaoh march from VillereVillersVilerFillersVillersA-

jY.
Fille-

rs .'

_ . dvA\jY.AjY.AjY.FauconY.Y\ IFauconFauconFlaconauconancon to the start line waswes, about 8500 yards andMd waswas-

a

as-
a

,..
AAN-

N.1-.1.
-

/NNNN/ a very different affair from that of the precedingpreceding-

night

preced-
ing

preceding-

night.

preced-
ing

preceding-

night.

preced-
ingnightnight.*. The latter part of the route waswe.SweS. constantlyoonstantlyconstantly-

shelled
consta-

ntly
oonstantly-

shelled
consta-

ntly
constantly-

shelled
consta-

ntlyshelled with high explosive and gas , which made itit-

very

li-

very

it-

very

li-

very

it-

very

li-

veryvery difficultdiffiovltdiffievlt for the drivers to handle their tankstank-
se

tanks-
e.s

tan-
ks

tansi-
ese.e.ses..$ peciar///peciarpeachierpeciarsvoe.excursivep e c-ccIII- IIIiarIII1//11l/ li/ / s//voe.svoe.s/NeeNeevocesvoe.-

in
shoei-

ng
I/ / Ce.CeCe-

.in
Ce-

tin
.,

in the darkMiffl3dark ,, ....14181418. gasgaB masks had to be wornworn.worn-

.All

wo-

rn
worn-

.All

wo-

rn
*.

All five tanks reachedreaohed and actuallyaotually crossedcrossed-

the

cross-
edthe start line at H-hour.Hhour.hourHhour.-

6

Hhour-

6

- .

-6-6- 6-

Rout

6-

Routeer

-
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AIR FORCEFOROEFOREFORCE-

The

For-
ce

FORO-

EThe

Forso-

oth

FORCE-

The

For-
ceThe 8th Squadron , Royal Air Force was assignedassigned-

to
assigne-

dto the Tank Corps.Corps. Arrangements were made withwith-

this
witt-

iest
with-

t11is

with-

this
witt-

iestthist11is organization for noise DlpnesplanesLupinesl nesnebs to cover the lastlast-

stages

ass-
uages

last-

stages

ass-
uages

last-

stages

ass-
uagesstages of the approach march and for contactconte.ctcontect. planes

(17)17( ) N.3.N3.N3N.B.NBN.N. B.B. R.B.H.RBHHRH. . . during the operation.operation. (17)17(17)-

WEATHER

17W-

EATHER

(17)-

WEATHER

17W-

EATHER

(17)-

WEATHER

17W-

EATHER

( )

WEATHER CONDITIONCONDITION-

On

CONDITIO-

Nv

Conditioni-

ng

CONDITI-

ON

CONDITIO-

Nv

CONDITI-

ON

On the morning of D-dayDday- , a slight mist hunghung-

in

huggi-

ngin all the valleys in the areasareA.S. of operations andendan-

ds

and-

(18)

an-

d18

end-

made

bed-

mate

and-

made

hand-

mademade visibility especially from a tank impossible ,
' s(<
,. '

, .

, however , this cleared by 7:00700: AM and for about anan-

hour

an-

chor

an-

hour

an-

chor

an-

hour

an-

chor
v*
v hour it remained fair.fairfair.-

The

fart-

her

fair.-

The

fart-

her

fair.-

The

fart-

her

.

The wind was very much in the platoon'splatoons' favorfavofavo-

in

favori-

ng

,

in thatthatlthat, , it carried the smoke (4040(4Qd4Qd( $% of the barrage )

toward the enemy , this lasted until about 8:008008 :; 00 AM.AMAll.AllAM-

.From

MAll-

.From

! .

From then until about 10:301030: AM the wind changed itsits-

course

dis-

course

its-

course

dis-

course

its-

course

dis-

coursecourse toward our troops , which made it as bad as thethe-

mist

th-
eist

the-

mist

th-
eist

the-

mist

th-
eistmist in the valleys at H-hourHhour- end , due to thisittheistthis ;, it waswa-

simpossible

wa-

simpossible

wa-

simpossibleimpossible to see the infantry and cooperation waswa-

spractically

ast-

hmatically

wa-

spractioal1y(18)18( ) TankTank-
Actions
Tran-
sactions
Tank-
Aotions
Stag-
nation

practicallypractioal1y nil.nil. (18)18(18)G-

ROUND

18G-

ROUND

(18)G-

ROUND

18G-

ROUND

(18)-
Actions

18-
Actions

( )

ActionsAotionsAbortionsActions-
P
Aotions-
p
Action-
s
Abortion-
sP 11 GROUNDGROUN-

DGround

Gro-
und

GROUN-

DGround

Gro-
undGround conditionsoond1tioDS were excellentexoellent and offeredoffered-

no

offere-

dno serious difficultiesdiffioulties for tanks.tanks. Although thethe-

Hindenburg

He-

idelberg
the-

Hindenburg

He-

idelberg
the-

Hindenburg

He-

idelbergHindenburgHindenberg line waswas. . expected to be a8 serious obstacleobstaole ,
.I./-.I.*. ./- .rr..r-tanks

re-

tainstanks numbersnumbers.numbers. andend.end. 't-'tt#'tcrossedtcrossedcrossed'' - crossed it withoutwi thouttout difficultydiffioulty ,

and ventured as far as8S the tunneled canal.canaloanal.oanalanal. The onlyonly-

difficulty
only-

diffioulty

only-

difficultydifficultydiffioulty encounteredenoountered was as follows : tank number 11-

developed

1-

developed

1-

developeddeveloped mechanicalmechanioal trouble , broken tracktrack*;' TanktTankTent'TentTank'3J,3*, wtsWeswetsWW-

numbel'S
W-

numbelS
N-

umbest
We-

snumbers
Re-sumesnumber/fcnumberfcnumbers*numbel'SnumbelSumbelS'* f/ ;. ran on to a mine field andandltputand,1putand1putcandytuft, put out of action.actionaction.0-

L
action0-

L
eaction.-

Tanksnumb

tion.tioniontion.-
w.s

.
0L tow.swsw.s-

TankJDumbe7J
wsT-

ankJDumbe7J
9393-

Tank
.

TankTankJDumbe7JTanksnumbTanks* numbereraerawarrawer:* #/warwar/ waswalwail hit by an artillery shellahellhell andAputadaptandApu-

tout

ada-
pt

and putput-

out(19)19( ) TankTank-
Actions
Tran-
sactions
Tank-
Aotion.
Stag-
nation
Tank-
Actions
Tran-
sactions

out of action.actionaotion.aotionabortion. (19)19( )

ActionsAotion.AotionAbortionActions-
p
Aotion.-
p
Action-
s
Abortio-
n

.
p 16 (19)7

A..

-7-7- 7-

1

7-

7.

7-7-
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OPERATIONSOPERATIONS-

Map

Operatio-

ns
OPERATION-

SBefore

Operat-
ionsMapMe.pMepMp. No 1 Before the attack could take place it waswas-

considered

wa-

sconsidered

wa-

sconsideredconsidered essential that the high ground along-

the

elong-

ate

alongalong-

the

elong-

ate

along-

the

elong-

atethe general line Quennemontennemonttenement FarmFarm--Guillemont--TheFarmGuillemontTheGuillemotFarmGuillemontThe-

Knoll

--OuillemontGuillemot --TheThe-

Knoll

Ph-

enolKnoll be captured and the entire battle was plannedplanned-

on

plann-
edon the premise that this line would be in our handshand-

sprior

hands-

pring

hands-

prio

hands-

pring(20)20( ) O'RyanORyanRyanO'Ryan-
p
ORyan-
p
Rya-
n
O'Ryan/O'RyanORyanRyanO'O' Ryan /,'

priorprior to D-day.Dday.day- . (30)30(2020( 20)20) This was the proposed line ofof-

departure

of-

departure

of-
p

o-
fp 351251

departure with the artillery start, line two hundredhundred-

yards
hund-

red
hundred-

yards
hund-

red
hundred-

yards
hund-

redyards in front of it.-

Although

it.itit.-

Although

it.-

Although

.

Although the illIII British Corps made severalsevera-

lefforts

sev-
eral

severa-

lefforts

sev-
eral

severa-

lefforts

sev-
eralefforts to capture this line and reach their objec-

tive

objecobjec-objectobjec-

tive

objec-

tive

¬-

tivetie , they were unable to hold this ground in face-

of

fac-

e
faceface-

of

fac-

e
face-

of

fac-

eof the counterattacks that followed eacheaohLeah of theirtheir-

efforts.

ther-

efore/(31)31(21)21( ) O'Ryan-
p
ORyan-
p
Rya-
n
O'RyanORyanQ'RyanQRyan'RyanRyanO ' efforts.efforts. (31)31(21)21(31)-

This

31-
This

((21)-
p

21-
p

)

p 35325225-

2tv

This line when taken over by the 37th27th AmericanAmerioanAmerica-

nDivision

America-

nization

Amerioa-

nDivision

America-

nization

America-

nDivision

America-

nizationDivision , varied in depth from the line of departuredeparture-

proposed

depa-
rture

departure-

proposed

depa-
rture

departure-

proposed

depa-
rtureproposed for the attackattaok on September 39th.39th29th.29th. ThisThis-

depth

Hid-

eout
This-

depth

Hid-

eout
This-

depth

Hid-

eoutdepth consisted from four hundred yards at 30th30th-

Division

30th-

Division

30th-

DivisionDivision boundary line to one thousand yards at thethe-

III

the-

III

the-

IIIIII BritishBr1 t1sh Corps boundarybounde.rybounderybounder. line (33)33(22)22( ) andend , due to thethe-

n

the-

faot

tea-

pot
the-

fact

thr-

eatn , )) factfaotfagot that the areaareeagree between the proposed line ofof-

departure

of-

departure2*tv(
, departure and the linel1ne held by the 37th27th DivisionDivisio-

nItt
Divis-

ion
Division-

was

Divisi-
onItt7 * l s was the desired ground and held by the enemy , thethe-

P01
the-

loath
h-

elot
the-

106th
P01fr(// 106thloath Infantry assisted by twelve tanks from the 4th4th-

British

4th-

British

4th-

BritishBritish Tank Battalion , was ordered to captureoapture it.-

Although

itit.itit.-

Although

*.

Although this regiment made a very determined attackattaokattack-

on

attaok-

on

attac-

k
attacki-

ngon September 37th27th and , while emailsmall parties reachedreaohedreached-

their

reac-
hed

reaohe-

dtheir

reac-
hed

reache-

dtheir

reac-
hedtheir objectiveobjeotive , their efforts fared little betterbetter-

than

enter-

tain

better-

than

enter-

tain
....

- ... r-JrJrJ-

I

r-

I

or"or-"" < than those of the III British CorpsOorpsOops before them andand-

the

ant-

hem

and-

the

ant-

hem

and-

the

ant-

hemJ,)i'i' the front line remained practicallypraotioallyrationally aea.aas. before , if notnot-

worse.

out-

wore

not-

wor.l.

m-

otor

not-

I

no-

t

(23)23( a23)233)3) O'OO'RyanORyanRyanO'Ryan-
p
ORyan-
p
Rya-
n
0 '

283By anan-
pass

ca-
mass

V'VI/II/I/I-(23)
I-

23
I-

3)
I-

3 /'
worse.worsewor.l.worlwhorl. . (23)23(23)-

P

23-
P

( )

ppass283 (23)8
-8-8- 8-

I
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The situationtuationtuitionai on thet ? .1q.1q.1q
.
108th.1q.t1qt

.

t
. .
Infantry1Infantry'Infantry? fBA.fBAfA. Y ' .

s..fronjsfronjsfrontsaffronfront. ., ._ ;fron.t.frontfron.t.-

was

frontw-

ard

, .: ;
.,

was similar to that of its sister'ssisters' regimentalregimental-

front

regime-
ntalfront on its leftleftlleft, but with better possibilitiespossibil1tiesopossibilities,0Topossibilities0Topossibilities,0To-

reach

possibilities0Tor-

each

_, ToTo-
I

Ton-

i

"
? ©

itit-
reach

U-

trecht
I (

reach the proposed line of departure at H-hourMpro-HhourMprohornpoutHhourMprow-
rsfvecessffNyrAtff

H-hourlHhourlH-hourhourhourly- pro-proproL-proLprowlpro-
w

proL-

WJS

pro-
wls

-*-
WJSwrsfvecessffNyrAtffw s NecNeckNe esiBessiees d.ydy. yrhmyrrhthethe-

tad
th-

eta
tt-

1n
yy-

willing
w-

illingwilling1n<< feadtadfad this regiment carriedcarre4dcarr out orders to startstar-
tf

star-
tlr

startC-
trs

sta-rt
start-

le
start-

ersCtrsCRTsCtr-
sits

Tr-
aits

/ffl-rlrlr-its
la-

riats
/ -

>55-

itsits assault at H minus one hour and work teefcrtee' k way upup-

to

upto-

wn

up-

to

upto-

wn

up-

to

upto-

wnto the designated line of departure.departure. As someBorne resistresist-resista-

nce

resista-

nce
resiresin st-stst-

anoe

st-

ance

¬-

anceanoeVanceanode was expected the tanks were to cross the presentpresent-

front

reent-
rant

present-

front

reent-
rant

present-

front

reent-
rantfront line at H minus one hour and assista.asistaasistFascist. the infantryinfe.ntryinfentry.

(24)24( ) H.B.HBN.B.NB. . R.B.H.RBHR.E.H.REHHRHEHR.R. B . H.H. in reaching the start line.line. (24)24(24)T-

ANKS

24T-

ANKS

(24)T-

ANKS

24T-

ANKS

(24)T-

ANKS

24T-

ANKS

( )

TANKSTANK-

SThe

Tan-

ks
TANK-

SThe

Tan-

ks
TANK-

SThe

Tan-

ksThe platoon commander 3d Platoon Company A 301st30lst301st-

Tank

30lst-

Tank

301st-

TankTank BattalionBa.tte.lionBattelion. . established contactconts.atcontsatconstant. withwi th the unitunitc-

ommanders

unitc-

ommanders

unitc-

ommanderscommanders with whichwhicb his platoon was to operate andand-

informed

ant-

inomies

and-

informed

ant-

inomies

and-

informed

ant-

inomiesinformed them that the platoonple.toonpletoon. waswa.ewaewade. ready to supportsupport-

the

supp-
ortthe advance of their unitsunitaunit at H-minusHminus- one hour , in-

order

un-

ordered

inin-

order

un-

ordered

in-

orde

ig-

noreorderorderordehorde , to reach the designated line of departure and-

that

can-

tata

andand-

that

can-

tata

and-

that

can-

tatathat the platoon waswe.ewee. practically deployed.deployed. This waswas-

in

wash-

ing

was-

in

wash-

ing

was-

in

wash-

ingin accordanceaccordanoe with instructionsinstruotions he receivedreoeived from hishisc-

ompany

Chi-

romancy

hisc-

ompany

Chi-

romancy

hisc-

ompany

Chi-

romancycompany commandercommender and communicatedoommunicated this to his tanktenkten
(25)25( ) N.B.R.B.H.NBRBHBARB. . . . . commandersoommanders on the night of September 28th.28th. (25)25(25)-

In

25-

In

( )

In return for his efforts in easing this regiment1sregiment'sregimentsregiment1s-

problem

regiment's-

problem

regimentsp-

roblem

regim-
ents

regiment's-

problem

regimentsp-

roblem

regim-
ents

'

problem he was informed that the 108thlOath Infantry would

(26)26( ) TankTenkTenTenk-
Aotions
Tem-
ptations

not start from its present position until H-hour.Hhour.hour- . (26)26(26)-

Actions
26-

Actions
(26)-

With

26-

With

(26)-

Actions
26-

Actions
( )

ActionsAotionsAbortionsActions-
p
Aotions-
p
Action-
s
Abortion-
sp 10 With this in mind the platoon commanderoommander had toto-

select

R-

oselle

to-

seleot

R-

oselle

to-

select

R-

oselleselectseleot the best plan to assist the infantry and stillstill-

be

still-

edbe within bounds of carryingoarryingparrying out his orders.ordersorders.-

To

orde-
rs

.

To this platoon commanderoommander , only three plans werewere-

possible.

were-

possible.

were-

possible.possible.possible.

First : To start as originally planned andand-

let

can-

dle

and-

let

can-

dle

and-

let

can-

dlelet the infantry catchoatohoath up after thethe-
had

thr-
ead

the-
had

thr-
ead

the-
had

thr-
eadhadhad-

platoon
ad-

ulation
had-

platoon
ad-

ulation
had-

platoon
ad-

ulationplatoon tanks fS3F91BBYv past'Past' the designateddesignated-

I

designated-

9

designate-

d
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line of departuredepar"tulte'departultedeparture',
" ',;, butbut.but'.' .' thisth1thithin "would"would"would's"Would-s"WouldsWoulds"Would-

leave

sWould-

leave
swol-

len
""would-

"leave

would-

leave

wo-
uld

" "-'" ' "

leave a gap approximately from fourfour-

hundred

fore-

handed

four-

hundred

fore-

handed

four-

hundred

fore-

handedhundred to six hundred yards betweenbetween-

the

betwe-
enthe tanks and infantry.infantryinfantry.-

SecondTo
infa-ntry
infantry.-

SecondTo
infa-ntry
infantry.-

Second
infa-

ntry
.

SecondToSecondSecond : To start from the present infantryinfantry-

line
infan-

tryline andend causeceuse all the damage to thethe-

enemy

He-

nley
the-

enemy

He-

nley
the-

enemy

He-

nleyenemy and , ease the infantry'sinfantrysinfantry' progressprogress-

to

progres-

soto the line of departure and join thethe-

infantry

te-

nant
the-

infantry

te-

nant
the-

infantry

te-

nantinfantry there , although the platoonplatoon-

stood

plato-
ons

platoon-

stood

plato-
ons

platoon-

stood

plato-
onsstood a chance of losing part of thethe-

barrage.

he-

arable

the-

barrage.

he-

arable

the-

barrage.

he-

arablebarrage.barragebarrage.-

Third
barr-

age
barrage.-

Third
barr-

age
barrage.-

Third
barr-

age
, , .

Third : To disregard his orders and join thethe-

infantry

te-

nant
the-

infantry

te-

nant
the-

infantry

te-

nantinfantry in their present positionposition-

and

position-

edand start approximately six hundredhundred-

to

hundred-

thto eight hundred yards in rear of thethe-

protective

the-

rmostatic

the-

protective

the-

rmostatic

the-

protective

the-

rmostaticprotective barrage.barragebarrage.-

In

barra-
ge

.

In his decision he chose the second plan , thisthis-

was

th-
is

this-

was

th-
is

this-

was

th-
iswas mostly due to the heavy mist present and poorpoo-

rvisibility.

poo-

rvisibility.

poo-

rvisibility.visibility.visibility. With this in mind he informed his tanktank-

commanders

anc-

horman
tank-

commanders

anc-

horman
tank-

commanders

anc-

hormancommanders of the new plan that wasWssWasps, to be carried out.outout-

.Although

out-

.Although

out-

.Although

.

Although the best of intentions and efforts were exertedexerted-

by

exert-
edby eacheaohLeah tank creworewore to make contactcontaot with the infantry andand-

at

anda-

nte

and-

at

anda-

nte

and-

at

anda-

nteat the same time clearingolearingblearing wire entanglements , destroyingdestroying-

machinegun
destr-

oying
destroying-

maohinegun
destr-

oying
destroying-

machinegun
destr-

oyingmachine-gunmachinegunmaohine-gunmaohine- nest-JnestJnestsnest -{ the platoon fared very poorly.poorly. TankTankXTanksTank-

v
Tan-

k

TankX-
IN

Tanks-
Ce

Tanki-
ng

Tan-
ks

*
/vvIN/ ee/veevCee N-teNteN/ - 'ewew'ew-

numbetl
ew-

numbetl
en-

cumber
'ee-

number
e-

ncumber
,..

numbernumbenumbednumbetlnumbest* 1l aaGBeiNFeineiN-srein-ss! the *.3'ghgh' developed mechanicalmeohanioal trouble.troubletrouble-
.J

trouble.'-
N

troubl-
e

.
J3 \N-CONCONt'oNtoInto'NN\'+ NC-

OTanfcfnumbetf
Nt'o-

Te
Nto-

Te
To-

Te
- 'OO-

Tank'lnumbe1Sf'
O-

Tanklnumbe1SfTanfcfnumbetfTank'lnumbe1Sf'-Tank'lnumbe1Sf'Tanklnumbe1SfTank'lnumbe1Sf'inTanklnumbe1SfinTe th' numbeanumbed '*- in clearingolearingblearing wire entanglements ran Ja2af* t"tete#"t-

ea

te-

a

" o*o-

a
*,

a mine field andend was destroyed.destroyed. TankTenkTen number <&* on thethe-
MgAf

th-
em

the-
w

thre-
w

..tt.MgA-fMgAfGAMgA-
fSBGa-ffs
w ,+ fj b..rbrh -.. '
SB*b..rgotgot into line of directd1reot artillery fire and waswas-

V
was-

J
was-

y
wa-

s
wash-

yVy s-sJ-JJ-

destroyed.
D-

estroyed
s-

destroyed
d-

estroyed
< s-

destroyed.
d-

estroyed
-

destroyed.destroyed.* Tanks numbersnumbers"numbers#" andend #, were more successfulBuooessfulBucketsful ,

in that they passedpalled the HindenburgH1ndenburgHindenberg line and reachedreaohed thethe-

tunneltoanal
the-

tunnel

thre-

atened

the-
ed

he-
edtunneltoanaltunneltunneltunnel'
ede-

dtunnel'
e-

dtunnel
d-

etune' analcanal but were of little assistanceassistanoe to the infantryinfsntryinfantry-

that

infan-
try

infsntry-

that

infan-
try

infantry-

that

infan-
trythat faxfar forwardforward.*.

-10-10- 10-

line

10-

line
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"ww.w'II".' efffe"fee'unanfmoiis"eunanfmoiisunanimous"' urianduriani i fmmoumoue 'S.-'S.S'S-

.in

S-

in

ss-

in

' ". .-. ". '. . ., . .

in stressing the difficulty of vision on thiethisthief occasion.occasionoccasion.-

The

occasi-
on

.

The dense smoke made it impossible to orient themselves ;

gunners could not use their guns effectively becausebecaus-
etargets

bec-
ause

becaus-
etargets

bec-
ause

becaus-
etargets

bec-
ausetargets beyond fifty to one hundred yards could not bebe-

seen

be-

seem

be-

seen.

be-

seem

be-

seen.

be-

seemseenseen.*.

ANTI-TANKANTITANK- DEFENSESDEFENSES-

The

Defens-
esThe GermansGermanGermane werewel"ewelewelled" well prepared for the advancea6.vanoea6vanoeadvance-

of

a6.vanoe-

of

a6vanoe-

of
advan-

ce

.

of tanks over this area.areaarea.-

In

rega-

in

area.-

In

rega-

in

area.-

In

rega-

in

.

In order of their effectiveness we met the followfollow-follow-

ing

follow-

ing

follow-

ing

¬-

ingKing :

( a ) Field and anti-tankantitankanti-tenktenkten- guns-

.Firing

uns-

miling

gunsguns.guns-

.Firing

uns-

miling

*.

Firing with directdireot laying over openopen-

sighte

pen-

light
open-

eights

pen-

lights

open-

sights

pen-

lightssighteeightssightssighted at Tank Targets.TargetsTs.rgete.TsrgeteTargeted. . These guns exacted one tanktank-

from

ta-
nk

tank-

from

ta-
nk

tank-

from

ta-
nkfrom the platoonplatoon.platoon.-

b

platoo-
n

*.

( b ) Tank minesmines.mines-

.Although

mines-

.Although

*.

Although planted by the British prior toto-

their

to-

othier

to-

their

to-

othier

to-

their

to-

othiertheir withdrawal in the spring of 1918 , they were wellwell-

preserved

well-

preserved

well-

preservedpreserved by the enemy , two of these mines exactedexaotedexacted-

one

exaoted-

one

exact-
edone tanktenkten from the platoonplatoon.platoon.-

c

platoo-
n

*.

( c ) Ant-i-tankA-ntita-nkAnti-tankAntitank- riflesrifles.rifles.N-

umbers
rif-

fles
rifles.N-

umbers
rif-

fles
*.

Numbers of these were found on thethe-

battlefield
h-

eartleaf
the-

battlefield
h-

eartleaf
the-

battlefield
h-

eartleafbattlefield and they had no difficultydiffioulty in penetratingpenetrating-

the

penetrati-
ngthe tanks.tanks. However , the German soldiers had no desiredesire-

to

desir-

eto fire them due to their heavy recoil.recoil. No casualtiesoasualtiescasualties-

were

oasualties-

were

casualt-
ieswere causedoausedpaused by these rifles to the platoonplatoon.platoon.C-

ASUALTIES

platoon.C-

ASUALT

plat-
oon

*.

CASUALTIESCASUALTI-

ESCasualties

Casu-
alties

CASUALTI-

EScasualties

Casu-
alties

CASUALTCASUAL I EsEs-

Casualties

E-

scalatesCasualties in thiethisthief operation were very heavyheavy/heavy-

both

hea-
vy

,/

both In1n personnelperlonnel and tanks ofo f this platoonplatooD , are aeasae-

follows

ae-

rologist

as-

follows

&88-

followsfollows :
TiN

.
JpJ-

pOffioers
P-

rofilers
.ss. , x tvyy-

Officers
O-

fficers
pfe.fe,...terfterftear.. .terf-

Officers
ter-

rifies
C.eCeC.-

erorty
C-

ero
!.. (

OfficersOffioersOffioers-

Enlisted

Fortyrorty per centcent-

Enlisted

cont-

emplated

cen-

tThirtyfive

cent-

Enlisted

cont-

emplatedEnlisted men Thirty-fiveThirtyfive- per cent.centoent.oentontcent.-

11

cent-

11

oent.-

11

oent-

11

cent.-

11

cent-

11

.
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.. .. . - . . . . .. . , . . .. .I.I ' t.t 'Of0 f the, fiv/e-fivefivefivetafiestaf ,1.v/t1.vt,1.v1vt, .

.

// ) -. tatMkk* . . .ll.in-tlie.intlie.lie1'1.11.11'''-_ . t.hethe. . .platoon.pl.e..t.o.c.n.JpletocnJLepton. .. . . . *. Awot.WQ.tWQAWOLTRW.. . 4QAched.,. .
;rj&arjarar'AQhrAQhrAh'!&: hedheed

._ .
thethe-

Hindenburg

H-
eidelberg

the-

Hindenburg

H-
eidelberg

. . . . . '" . - 'nn'-

nHindenburg
n-

Hindenburg
H-

indenberg
'

HindenburgHindenberg line , one developed mechanical troubletrouble-

after

trouble-

maker

trouble-

after

trouble-

maker

trouble-

after

trouble-

makerafter crossing the line of departure.departuredeparture.-

One

departu-

re
.

One received a direct hit from the artillery.artilleryartillery.-

One

artille-
ry

.

One was blown up by a British mine field ofof-

which

ko-

whai

of-

which

ko-

whai

of-

which

ko-

whaiwhich no information had been rivengivendriven( to the platoon.platoonplatoon.R-

ESULTS

plat-

oon
platoon.R-

ESULT

plat-
oon

platoon.R-

ESULTS

plat-

oon
.

RESULTSRESULTRESULTS-

On

Resul-
ts

SS-

OnOn the right of the 108thlOath Infentry'sInfentrysInfantry'sInfantrysInfantry' zone ofof-

attack

fa-

tback

of-

attack

fa-

tback

of-

attack

fa-

tback
II-

Iattack the line had been carried forward by thethe-

success

th-
ence

I ....
\
.

01 1111-

l

success of the 30th American Division.Division. It then benlbenenlben-

lsharply

en-

snarl
. '

. '
. ... '

.

.
./

... . /'- /, ' sharply backward tot o the left throughbroughbroughtt the 108thlOath108t-

hInfantry's

108t-

hInfantrys

lOath-

been

loa-

the

+i4i4-

13

:/ \- \.0/00(2-
7)
02-
7

. , '/''" Infantry'sInfantrysInfantry' zone where it rested on what was to havehave-

been

ha-
ve

, .

WW-

Of

O-

f

'\J-

I

J-

.J

(27)27( ) 4th4tb ArmyArmy-
p

Arm-
y

been the line of departure that morning.morning. (27)27(27)-

Both

27-
Both

(27)-

Both

27-
Both

(27)-
p

27-
p

( ) \\JJ\
p 167 I

.JJ..-

Jsharply

Both from the tank and the infantry point ofof-

view

m-

ovie

of-

view

m-

ovie

of-

view

m-

ovieview the attack , coordinationcoordinetion, and , cooperationcoopera.tion. waswas-

a

as-
aa failure.failure.

COMMENTS AND CRITICISMSCRITICISSCRITICISM-

SIt

CRITICISS-

It
Criticis-

ms

!!

It is obvious that certain principles werewere-

violated.

dere-

gulated
were-

violated.

dere-

gulated
were-

violated.

dere-

gulatedviolated.violated. The principle of simplicity was violatedviolated-

by

violate-

dby the 4th Army commander , by designating a proposedproposed-

line

propo-
sedline of departure , which was in the midstmidetmidget of thethe-

enemy's

the-

enemys

ath-

enaeums

the-

enemy's

the-

enemys

ath-

enaeums

the-

enemy's

the-

enemys

ath-

enaeumsenemy'senemysenemy' strong hold and required a major operation toto-

capture

to-

ccata
to-

capture

to-

ccata
to-

capture

to-

ccatacapture the position.positionpoeit1on.spoeit1ons. aaedbaaed&BJ,, aftggaft Several.everaleveral. attemptsattempts-

failed
atte-

mpts
attempts-

failed
atte-

mpts
attempt-

sp

attemp-

ts
"

/, .. failed to hold it , as a result two start lines werewere-

used

per-

used

were-

used

per-

used

were-

used

per-

used
', 'V'V'V-

'V
V-

V
' >p'

used for the infantryinfantrYJ, but still placing all of hishiehidehis-
b

hie-
b

hi-
s

her-
b

his-
ba

Chi-
baV bbaJ KK.KKwar9ewar9-

eart
'". arIf} ee-

artillery
a-

rtillery
e-

artillery
a-

rtilleryartilleryart , lleryAtwoleerytwo hundredundred yardsyardeyarded in front of hiehishide imaginaryimaginary-

line

imagin-
aryline of departure.departuredeparture.-

The

departu-
re

.

The result of this was that the infantryinfantry-

followed
infa-

ntry
infantry-

followed
infa-

ntry
infantry-

followed
infa-

ntryfollowed its protective barrage from four hundred toto-

one

to-

ne
to-

one

to-

ne
to-

one

to-

neone thousandthoUSthUS Dd yards.yardsyards.-

The

yar-

ds
yards.-

The

yar-

ds
yards.-

The

yar-

ds
.

The principleprinoiple of cooperation was violated inin-

that

in-

tact

in-

that

in-

tact

in-

that

in-

tactthat the infantry failed to take advantage in startingstarting-

13

starting-
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thelttheirEthelthetheir-

support
th-
eirs
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support ofo f the tanks and the cover ofo f its protectiveprotective-

barrage.

protec-
tive

protective-

barrage.

protec-
tive

protective-

barrage.

protec-
tivebarrage.barrage.

wewerewere-
Orders

wher-
efores

" e-

Orders
r-

eorders
<ee-

Orders
r-

eordersOrders for the attack VEEBwasVERB received days in adad-

vance

ad-adad-

vance

ad-

vance

¬-
vance , before any information could be obtained fromfrom-

the

frot-

hed

from-

the

frot-

hed1* ' the infantry I, with whom the platoon waswes, to work , hencehence-

no

hen-
ceno time was available to coordinate , ande d time forfor-

training

fore-

ordaining

for-

training

fore-

ordaining

for-

training

fore-

ordainingtraining with the unit to be supported was lost.lostlost.-

Through

lost.-

Through

lost.-

Through

.

Through t&tt& sad experience , the enemy by thisthis-

time

thir-

stier

this-

time

thir-

stier

this-

time

thir-

stiertime learned thattha.t. tpnkstankspinks could be used only overover2-

L0N2L0N2L0-
Nfavorable

2::z.z.. 0oNeoN-
efavorable

ine-
ffaceable

N e.ee-

.favorable
e-

ffaceable
.

favorable ground , such as the 27th DivisionDivision-
f

Divisio-
n

affetBTaffecttOTtOT-

't
tO-

Tt

tO-
t-, fjuecsvjejussive'ttf' II 18, QCaseCase-

presented. Ca-useries
IfIfJe.Life\Je.Je.\Je-

.presente
,.

presentedpresentepresented.., andad, 1nin . KfckafeKafka they were well prepared toto-

defend

co-

defendant

to-

defend

co-

defendant

to-

defend

co-

defendantdefend against tanks.tanks. Surprise , in this case , waswas-

i
wa-

s
was-

Tt7

was-

only

wan-

tonly
i-ii-only
o-

nly
T-t7Tt7Tt-

7only
-- *

only relative , not only duedueteduet"fefeefefee-tetefee"- favorable ground , butbut-

toe

bu-

tte
but-

to

butt-

on which lasted for 484-
8TJS

48-

hours

-toetoe-- to the prolonged bombardmentbombaxdment
T-/J/STJSTJS-

hours
Jos-

hers "-/'lISlISleis'lI-
Shours

lIS-
hours

la-
shers

' /

hours prior to the assault on September 29th2Stho.Ll2SthoLl28thh. iBfcif in-inine-

rv
inne-

rve

in-
N

inC-

YN

in-

c
-

erv/NNCYNdervCYer-
vformed

pe-
rformed

CY-

Nformed
C-

ensored
(/N-

formed
I-

nformedformed the enemy that tirethetyretyro attack wasWB.SWBSBS. eminent , but thethe-

intensity
te-

nens
the-

intensity
te-

nens
the-

intensity
te-

nensintensity and duration of the bombardment was such asas-

to

As-

ton

as-

to

As-

ton

as-

to

As-

tonto give the enemy little indicationindioation of the hour ofof-

attack

fa-

tback

of-

attaok.

c-

oattail

of-

attack.

fa-

tbackattackattaok.attaokattack.attaok.-
I

attac-
k

,.
,ftI

LESSONSLESSONS-

The

Lesso-
nsThe lessonsle.eonsleeonsLeon. learned by all officers and tanktank-

S
tank'-

ts
tank-

ts
tank-

WS'tstsWS*' S f//OW3fOW3tlIow:5tlIow5fOW3-
crews

tlIow:-
5cews

tlIow5-
cews

to*, 110W3110W-

3crews
/ / :

crewscewschews% of this platoon werewere-

a

wer-

e

' .ee. :

( a ) Tanks andend Infantry must train togethertogether-

prior
toget-

her
together-

prior
toget-

her
together-

prior
toget-

herprior to any operation in which they are to cooperateoooperate ,

to secureaeoureseoureadore the beetbeltbest results and instill confidenceoonfidenoe inin-

each

in-

exact

in-

each

in-

exact

in-

each

in-

exacteach other'sothers' ability.abilityability.-

b

abilit-
y

.

( b ) ConstantOonstant contactcontaot between tanks andend infantryinfantry-

must

infan-
trymust be maintained.maintained. This is the responsibility ofof-

the

of-

ten

of-

the

of-

ten

of-

the

of-

tenthe tanks.tanks. In order to assist the infantry , tankstanks-
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should constantly be in touch with uniteunits they areare-

supporting"

are-

supporting

pre-

supposing
are-

s'

are-

s

are-

supporting'

are-

supporting

pre-

supposing
. . .. . . .

s's' supporting"supportingpport1ng"pport1ngs'pport1ng"spport1ngpport1ng"inpport1nginsupporting'" "' in order to overoverovercomecome"comecome"any"comeanycompany"- any"anyany"ofanyofany.nn..n"o'no-"o'"o'o"- " ofor' " allll..illiEllill..ir" 'resistanceresistance'resistance-

offered

resistance-

offered
resist-

ance
'.resistance-

offered
resist-

ance
-rr- ta : .cece.c-

eoffered

ce-

nteredoffered by the enemy to the infantry , not only to keepkeep-

up

kee-
p

keep-

up

kee-
p

keep-

up

kee-
pup the scheduled program , but to insure success.successsuccess.o-

fc
success-

.c
success-

or
succe-

ss
.

ofcof",,
<? VV-

c l.-l.l.-c ..( c ) Tanks IEB&-gIEB&IEBgIBMm& -',* - able to capture enemy infantryinfantry-

positions
infa-ntry
infantry-

positions
infa-ntry
infantry-

positions
infa-ntrypositions , and force them to take cover into dugouts ,

iiIt IIItI-

Ibut
K-

ibbutz
I-

tbut
K-

ibbutz

< ff-

but
b-

utbut the infantry must mop up the enemy and hold thethe-

position

ther-

mosetting

the-

po

th-
eo

the-

position

ther-

mosettingpositionpo si tionion , a qualityqualiqualify ty which the tanks do not possesspossess.possess.-

d

possesse-

d

*.

( d ) ItI t isi s also the infantry'sinfantrysinfantry' duty to assista8sistassist-

the
assi-

st
a8sist-

the

assist-

the
assi-

stthe tanks in destroying anti-tankantitankanti-teAkteAk- weapons withinithin theirtheirp-

ower
th-

eir
theirp-

ower
th-

eir
theirp-

ower
th-

eirpower , and in locating wireireverwiredrawerc.uevercueverclever. varvary pmmlfrrePDD.B1h1"PDD.B1h1PDDB1h1.

- - "
- . and informinginforming-

the
informi-

ngthe tank crews of their locations.locationslocations.-

e

location-
s

.

( e ) Tanks should seek cover whenever possiblepossib-
let

possiblet-
ile

possiblet-
ine

possib-
le

possibilit-
iestiletinetile-

end
toil-

eted
tine-

end
int-

end
< t\tt-

end
\ *

end , operate belowbelowsky-linebelowskylineblowsy,) sky-lineskylineBky-linBkylinKyOlin- ; in orderyorderorderlyordehorde to avoid observaobserva-observeobserva-

tion

observa-

tion

observa-

tion

¬-

tionion and direct artillerye.rtilleryertillery. fire.firefire.-

f
fie-

f

.

( f ) Smoke screens have proven to be a greatgreat-

aid

gre-
at

great-

aid

gre-
at

great-

aid

gre-
ataid to tanks , especially the best protection againstagains-

tantitank

aga-
inst

agains-

tantitank

aga-
inst

agains-

tantitank

aga-
instanti-tankantitank- weaponsweaweak one while these weapons are being put outou-

tIr
gou-

tier
ou-

tIr
gou-

tier
ou-

tIr
gou-

tierI-rIrI--r--- shoushoutKOOKOh U IdI-
dof

I-
ndo

I-
dof

I-
ndo

I-
dof

I-
ndoof action.sadactionsadaction.andactionandactiondactionsvacationlandaction. only t9is be used with a favorable wind ,

which is toward the enemy.enemyenemy.-

g

enem-

y

.

( g ) And lastla.etlaetlat. but not leastleestlest, J, if good resultsresultBareBare-

to

Bart-
on

areare-

to

arres-

tor

are-

to

arres-

torto be expected from tanks supporting infantry , it isis-

most

gi-

smos

is-

most

gi-

smos

is-

most

gi-

smosmost essentialeeeentiel, that tank commanders as, well as tanktank-
lea

ank-
le

tank-
le

ank-
le

tank-
lea

ank-
leleale c/eceder.-.sder..sdewsdeerder..s-

platoon
dews-

platoon
deso-

lation
/ .- ss-

platoon
p-

latoon
.

platoon qamnmm'leseqamnmmleseanamnesesPI uIJlbuild ' er1: be allowed to reconnoiterreconnoitertear the areaareat-
o

aurea-
te

,
-toto-to-

over
st-

opover
to-

over
st-

opover
to-

over
st-

opoverover which they areare10perate,, operate and properly and safelysafely-

lead
saf-

ely
safely-

lead
saf-

ely
safely-

lead
saf-

elylead the infantry.infantry.

CONCLUSIONSCONOLUSIONSCONCLUSION-
Sheih

CONOLUSIO-
NSh

Conclusi-
ons

CONOLUCONGOU SI ONSNSONS-

The

On-

site
+heih-heihheighth eo.eo.-. ;f*' KSKS-

The
Ka-

thie
,,

The tanks with allall1a1l,1Ba1l1B, itebite
, abilitiesabilities"abilities*" not asa8 yetyet-

an

ye-

an

yet-

an

ye-

anan answer to the infantrswinfants1nfentinfantroeinfantries prayer , as a solutionsolution-

to

solutio-

nto all of its problems in offensive combat.combat. The tanktank-

crews

sta-
nces

tank-

orewl

tan-

ker
tank-

crews

sta-
ncescrewsorewlmorel must not only be properly trained to man the tanktank-

14

tank-

14-14-14- 14-

should

14-

should

-
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.but

k-

ibbutz
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ninfantry

±tr! TTTeTT-

Teinfantry

tne---tnetinetnei-

nfantry

- --
infantry and this applies to the infantry as wellwell-

to

we-

lt
well-

to

we-

lt
well-

to

we-

ltto insure success.success. Confidence in each other'sothersother's-

ability
others-

ability
oth-

ers
other's-

ability
others-

ability
oth-

ers
other's-

ability
others-

ability
oth-

ers
'

ability can only be obtained by combined trainingtra.1ning.tra1ning.tra1ningtrainingxtraining-

and

traini-
ng

.,
.. 0.0-

an4andan4 With thisth1s accomplishment, , tanks will prove anan-

invaluable

a-

nnullable

an-

invaluable

a-

nnullable

an-

invaluable

a-

nnullableinvaluable aid in enabling the infantryman to reachreach-

his

rac-
his

reach-

his

rac-
his

reach-

his

rac-
hishis objective.objectiveobjective.-

It
objectiv-

e
.

It is obvious thatthettheft, tanks willw111 play'Play' aa.. prominentprominenttf-
A7

prominenta-
NV

prominent-
dN'

prominent-
dN

promine-
nttfA7aNVdN'dNNVtfA-

7part
aN-

Vpart
ra-

mpart
dN-

'part
dN-

part
de-

part
'

part in the next warw ,r andand/andandnationftanimation/,) nationsnationftnation, well equipped withwith-

this
witt-

iest

with-

this
witt-

iest

with-

this
witt-

iestthis weapon will find itself without a handicap ,

especially at the beginning of hostilities.hostilitieshostilities.-

15

hostilities-

15
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